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SUBJECT PAKISTAN'S ZIA RECEIVES FRIENDLY WELCOME AT KABUL 

1 . SUMMARY: THE BRIEF FOUR HOUR VISIT TO KABUL OF GENERAL ZIA-UL-HAQ, 
PAKISTAN’S CHIEF MARTIAL LAW ADMINISTRATOR, ON SEPTEMBER 10 PRODUCED 
LITTLE IN THE WAY OF SUBSTANTIVE RESULTS, BUT CREATED POSITIVE, 

FRIENDLY ATMOSPHERICS WHICH ARE BEING EXPLOITED BY BOTH SIDES. 
AFGHANISTAN'S NOOR MOHAMMAD TARAKI, CHAIRMAN OF THE REVOLUTIONARY 
COUNCIL AND PRIME MINISTER, HAS ACCEPTED ZIA'S INVITATION TO VISIT 
PAKISTAN. END OF SUMMARY. 

2. THE TOP AFGHAN OFFICIALS MEETING GENERAL ZIA AT KABUL AIRPORT 
WERE FOREIGN MINISTER HAFIZULLAH AMIN; INTERIOR MINISTER MOHAMMAD 
ASLAM WATANJAR; AND MAJRO GENERAL BABA JAN, ACTING CHIEF OF STAFF. 

HE WAS TAKEN TO TAPEH-I-PAGHMAN, A MOUNTAIN GARDEN NEAR KABUL, 
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WHERE HE WAS RECEIVED BY CHAIRMAN TARAKI. 

3. ACCORDING TO A PAKISTANI EMBASSY SOURCE, NEITHER 
SIDE GOT INTO THE SUBSTANCE OF THE THORNY PUSHTUNISTAN 
ISSUE, "BECAUSE THE SOLE PURPOSE OF THE VISIT WAS TO 
PERMIT ZIA AND TARAKI TO GET TO KNOW EACH OTHER." 

THERE WAS A PASSING ACKNOWLEDGEMENT, HOWEVER, THAT THE 
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TWO SIDES SHARED "A POLITICAL PROBLEM," WHICH THEY 
INTEND TO RESOLVE PEACEFULLY. 

4. THE PAKISTANI DIPLOMAT WAS IMPRESSED BY CHAIRMAN 
TARAKI'S SELF-ASSURED BEARING AT THE TALKS (AMIN SAID 
VERY LITTLE). TARAKI ELECTED TO SPEAK PUSHTU, HIS 
ETHNIC TONGUE, WHILE ZIA USED ENGLISH. ON SEVERAL 
OCCASIONS. TARAKI, A FORMER AMERICAN EMBASSY TRANSLATOR, 
INTERRUPTED THE INTERPRETER TO CORRECT CERTAIN NUANCES OF 
ENGLISH. 

5. ASKED BY AN EMBASSY OFFICER WHETHER THE TARAKI-ZIA 
MEETING COULD BE TERMED THE BEGINNING OF A NEW AFGHAN- 
PAKISTANI DIALOGUE, THE PAKISTANI DIPLOMAT DEMURRED, 
OBSERVING THAT THIS WAS MERELY A PROTOCOL VISIT. HE 
OPINED, HOWEVER, THAT THE PAGHMAN SESSION MIGHT EVENT- 
UALLY PROVIDE THE BASIS FOR A RENEWED AFGHAN-PAKISTANI 
DIALOGUE OVER THEIR "POLITICAL DIFFERENCE" (I.E., 

PUSHTUNISTAN). 

6. THE AFGHANS PROVIDED FRIENDLY, BUT GENERALLY UN- 
INFORMATIVE COVERAGE IN THE NATION S MEDIA, ALL OF 
WHICH ARE GOVERNMENT-CONTROLLED. DEPUTY FOREIGN 
MINISTER SHAH MOHAMMAD DOST WAS QUOTED AS SAYING 
THAT ZIA'S VISIT WAS "A CAUSE OF DELIGHT ON OUR PART 
BECAUSE WE WANT FRIENDSHIP AND PEACE WITH THE REGION, 
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INCLUDING PAKISTAN." THE AFGHANS ALSO ANNOUNCED THAT 
TARAKI HAD ACCEPTED ZIA’S INVITATION TO VISIT 
PAKISTAN. PAKISTANI DIPLOMATS HERE WERE GRATIFIED 
THAT THIS PLAN WAS PUBLICIZED AT THIS TIME. ON THE 
OTHER HAND, THE AFGHAN PRESS INSISTED ON DESCRIBING 
ZIA'S TRIP AS BEING "AT HIS OWN REQUEST," A BELITTLING 
PHRASE THE DAOUD REGIME ALSO USED TO EMPLOY FOR VISITS 
BY ZIA AND BHUTTO, MAKING THEM APPEAR TO BE SUPPLICANTS. 

7. COMMENT: THE MERE FACT THAT A FRIENDLY EXCHANGE 
OF THIS TYPE OCCURRED IS A HOPEFUL SIGN THAT THE 
PUSHTUNISTAN ISSUE IS BEING KEPT WITHIN MORE MANAGEABLE 
BOUNDS. IF SO, THIS DEVELOPMENT MUST GRATIFY 

THOSE PAKISTANI OFFICIALS WHO HAVE BEEN TRYING TO 
BRING THE AFGHANS BACK TO THE NEGOTIATIONS PATH ALONG 
WHICH FORMER PRESIDENT MOHAMMAD DAOUD HAD TRAVELLED 
SO FAR BEFORE HIS UNTIMELY DEMISE. ONE SWALLOW DOES NOT MAKE 
A SPRING, HOWEVER. 

DUBS 
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